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SUBJ: GOP QUERIED ON CUBAN AIRLIET THROUGH AZORES 
REF: STATE 0065 (DTG 010053Z JAN 76) 

1 . AZOREAN DEPUTY AND SOCIALIST PARTY LEADER JAIME GAMA, IN 
JAN 6 SPEECH BEEORE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, EORMALLY REQUESTED 
THAT PRIME MINISTER CONFIRM OR DENY PRESS REPORTS THAT 
CUBAN AIRCRAET CARRYING PERSONNEL AND MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
TO MPLA WERE REEUELING IN SANTA MARIA AIRPORT, IN THE AZORES. 
REFERRING TO "ALARM" REPORTS HAD CAUSED IN AZORES, GAMA ASKED 
WHETHER, IF THEY WERE TRUE, REEUELING OPERATIONS HAD CONSENT 
OE PORTUGUESE AUTHORITIES AND, IF SO, WHO HAD AUTHORIZED 
OPERATIONS. 

2. IN ITS COVERAGE OE GAMA SPEECH, INDEPENDENT "DIARIO DE 
NOTICIAS" NOTED JAN 7 THAT AZOREAN PRESS HAD REPORTED CUBAN 
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FROM HAVANA BOUND FOR GUINEA-BISSAU "WITH GREAT FREQUENCY." 
ACCORDING TO "DIARIO," AZOREAN PRESS REPORTED ELIGHTS LANDED 
IN EARLY MORNING AND THAT PASSENGER AND CARGO MANIFESTS HAD 
NOT BEEN MADE AVAILABLE. 

3. "DIARIO" ALSO NOTED IN PASSING AZOREAN PRESS REPORTS OF 
USG USE OE LAJES FIELD TO REFUEL AIRCRAFT PARTICIPATING IN 
AIRLIFT OF SUPPLIES TO ENLA AND UNITA. 

4. DATT HAS OBTAINED COPY OF MEMO FROM OFFICE OE PRESIDENT 
ON SUBIECT OF CUBAN USE OE SANTA MARIA. MEMO STATES THAT FIVE 
CUBAN CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT LANDED AT SANTA MARIA ON DEC 1,18, 

20, 21, AND 22, BUT THAT FURTHER DETAILS REGARDING STOPS WERE 
LACKING. IT FURTHER REPORTED ADDITIONAL STOP HAD BEEN MADE 
DEC 27 BY CUBAN "BRITANNIA" AIRCRAET DESTINED FOR BISSAU AND 
CARRYING 56 PASSENGERS AND UNKNOWN CARGO. 

5. COMMENT: SHOULD WE BE QUERIED ON EITHER CUBAN OR USG 
ELIGHTS THROUGH AZORES, WE WILL RESPOND IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
PRESS GUIDELINES CONTAINED REETEL. 

CARLUCCI 
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